
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 

Vol. 1 No. 25 

LEON LEDERMAN NAMED NEXT FERMILAB DIRECTOR 

Appointment of Professor Leon M. 
Lederman of Columbia University as the 
next director of the Fermi National Accel-
erator Laboratory has been announced jointly· 
by Norman F. Ramsey, president of Universi-
ties Research Association, Inc., and John M. 
Deutch, Director of Energy Research, U.S. 
Department of Energy. 

URA, a corporation formed by 53 uni-
versities in the United States and Canada, 
operates Fermilab for the U.S. Department 
of Energy. 

Because of previous connnitments at 
Columbia University, Dr. Lederman will not 
take office full time until June 1, 1979. 
He will serve as Director Designate and in-
tends to take an active role in all major 
policy questions in the intervening months. 

Dr. Lederman is internationally known 
in high energy physics. He has been associ-
ated with Columbia University as a student 
and faculty member for more than 25 years. 
He is the Higgins Professor of Physics at 
Columbia and is director of Nevis Labora-
tories in Irvington, New York which is the 
Columbia physics department center for ex-
perimental research in high energy physics. 
With colleagues and students from Nevis, he 
has led an intensive and wide-ranging ser-
ies of experiments which have provided 
major advancement in the understanding of 
weak interactions. 

Dr. Lederman has participated in 
many of the most important discoveries in 
particle physics, including the first ob-
servation of the non-conservation of 
parity in muon decay and the demonstra-
tion of the existence of two different 
kinds of neutrinos. 

In 1977, he led the team of experi-
menters which discovered the Upsilon par-
ticle at Fermilab, indicating the exist-
ence of one and possibly two new quarks as 
constituents of the fundamental structure 
of matter. 
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. Director-Des·ignate L. Lederman (R) with 
Acting Director P. v. Livdahl 

Dr. Lederman, a native of New York 
City, received a B. A. from City College 
in 1943. Columbia awarded him his M.A. 
in 1948 and a Ph.D in 1951. He was 
appointed full professor in 1958 and has 
been director of the Nevis Laboratories 
since 1968. He was awarded the National 
Medal of Science in 1965. He has served 
in numerous professional organizations 
and in an advisory capacity to government 
committees. 

Philip V. Livdahl will continue to 
serve as Acting Director until June 1, 
1979. He was appointed to that post on 
July 17, 1978. 

Robert R. Wilson who served as Direc-
tor of Fermilab from the time of its incep-
tion, will continue to participate actively 
in Fermilab on a joint appointment with the 
University of Chicago where he holds the 
Peter B. Ritzma Professorship in the 
College. He will continue to work on the 
design and construction of the Energy 
Doubler/Saver (also known as the "Tevatron"), 
a superconducting device first proposed by 
Dr. Wilson that will both save electrical 
energy and make possible external target ex-
periments up to 1,000 GeV (1 TeV), as well 
as colliding beam experiments up to 2 TeV. 
These new devices will open new vistas for 
research at Fermilab, 

* * * * * 



EMPLOYEES HEAR LEDERMAN APPOINTMENT.: 

Hundreds of Fermilab employees 
and visitors were the first to hear the 
announcement that physicist-professor 
Leon Lederman will be Fermilab's next di-
rector. 

Acting Director Philip V. Livdahl 
made the announcement Thursday, October 19. 
The occasion was the first Director's meet-
ing since he assumed the post July 17. The 
gathering in the Fermilab auditorium also 
featured an informal tribute to outgoing 
director R. R. Wilson. 

Livdahl announced that Dr. Wilson, 
Laboratory director from the facility's 
creation in 1967 to Feb. 9, 1978, will re-
tain Fermilab ties. It was announced that 
the former director will work on the Energy 
Doubler/Saver project while holding the 
Peter B. Ritzma Professorship at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. 

On behalf of Fermilab colleagues, Liv- 

dahl presen.ted several items to Dr Wilson. 
They included: a Laboratory identification 
card bearing payroll No. l; and for Dr. 
Wilson's Doubler work, a set of knee pads, 
welding gloves and a yellow plastic hard 
hat labeled "boss." 

He said he will carry his new card 
"with great honor." About the director-
designate and acting director, he said, "I 
am happy we have a great team. They put 
together strengths in technology, acceler-
ators and administration. 

"Leon Lederman,"Wilson said, "is the 
strongest physicist to make use of our 
facility. This was demonstrated by his 
great discovery (the new Upsilon particle 
announced in 1977). 

"I can't think of a stronger team to 
administer this laboratory than Phil and 
Leon," he said of the new leadership. 
"That's a great joy and a delight for me. 
I am happy and flattered to be succeeded in 
such a strong manner. 

"With this kind of direction, I have 
not the slightest doubt that this Labora-
tory will go on to become an even stronger 
place where magnificent discoveries will 
be made in the future." 

After his remarks, Dr. Wilson received 
a photo album from the Administrative Divi-
sion containing pictures taken at a dinner-
dance. 

... Three Fermilab Leaders (L-R): P. v. 
Livdahl, R.R. Wilson, L. Lederman 

. P. V. Livdahl (L) presents gift to 
R. R. Wilson 

. .• Director-Designate L. Lederman speaks 
at Director's Meeting ... 

•. . R. R. Wilson (second from left) views 
photo album gift ... 



DIRECTOR-DESIGNATE LEON LEDERMAN ACKNOWL-
EDGED HIS APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT WITH 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

I can't wait to resign. We know now 
that every resignation gives us two more 
million dollars. 

Yesterday when Phil set up this meet-
ing, I went to the Batavia Public Library 
and found a book called 'Speeches for New 
Lab Directors. ' 

I leafed through it and found a lot 
of stories and phrases I want to share 
with you. 

There was one that said: 'I stand be-
fore you with deep humility in this great 
institution, fill in blank! 

Or, 'Awed as I am by the magnitude of 
the task before me,' (fill in task) or, 
'I need your support, prayers, willingness 
to work long hours for meager pay,' (get 
that meager pay); or, 'This laboratory's 
great because of you, the blank employees,' 
you've made it great and together we will 
make it even greater. ' 

Or, I can only hope that I can live 
up to the high standards set by my illust-
rious predecessor Dr. Blank. 

The preceding phrases are pompous: 
they're platitudes, they border on the 
I have to watch my language, but that 
doesn't mean they aren't true 
The fellow that wrote the book collected 
these sentiments going all the way back to 
George Washington who took over 13 labs 
back east sometime ago. 

But that last statement about 'my 
illustrious predecessor,' that's too much. 
And, in order to set the record straight, 
I'd like to read you something that's worth 
doing. It's a letter to Bob (Wilson) signed 
by the Users Executive Committee, the cus-
tomers of the Laboratory. 

Excerpts from the letter include: 

"(Dr. Wilson) we learned with regret 
of your decision to leave the directorship 
at Fermilab." 

" the experimental physicists ... 
recognize and appreciate fully the pro-
found influence you have had in creating 
a singular laboratory in which physics can 
be carried out at the forefront of knowl-
edge. 

... L. Lederman, Fermilab 
Director-Designate, 
speaking Oct. 19 ... 

"Any view of the Laboratory demon-
strates your own cotlDllitment to science in 
an atmosphere of creativity. Innovative 
ideas were forged into research tools 
which do the job better, more efficiently, 
and at less cost." 

"The quality of the atmosphere in 
which research is done, the special Fermi-
lab style of choosing problems and attack-
ing them, the electric feeling that per-
meates the air when important goals are 
being attacked, and that special satisfac-
tion on successful completion are directly 
due to your influence." 

"For the physical plant, for the 
important tools of research, and for the 
unique atmosphere of Fermilab, we thank 
you. In addition, we presume to thank you 
for the generations of Fermilab experi-
menters who will do research there in the 
future : We wish you pleasure and success 
in your future endeavors, and especially 
encourage you to continue your important 
efforts at the Laboratory in bringing the 
Tevatron to fruition. 

The meeting concluded with a question 
session. Lederman said a deputy director 
will be appointed, 

* * * * * 
****************************************** * * * * PRAIRIE SEED HARVEST SATURDAY 
* * Weather permitting, the last of 

three 1978 prairie seed harvests this 
will be held Saturday 28). 

 Volunteers are needed to pick flower 
seeds from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Morton Arboretum, Lisle. Rain date 

 will be Sunday. Seeds will be hand 
harvested for replanting in Fermilab 's 
prairie restoration project. For more 
information, contact Rene Donaldson, 

 Ext. 3278. 
f****************************************~ 



COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

Universities Research Association, Inc., operator of Fermilab, 
announces its annual scholarship program for employees' children. Employee 
children--who will begin a four-year cdllege program in the fall of 1979--
are eligible to apply for a URA schola1ship of up to $1,200 per year for 
four years. Students will be selected on the basis of American College Test-
ing Assessment (ACT) scores. Although applications are not due until March, 
1979, students should make arrangements to take the A.C.T. test this fall. 
High school counselors have the necessary information regarding testing dates 
and application procedures. Since the tests are given only on specific dates, 
arrangements should be made as soon as possible. Information regarding the 
URA application procedure will be announced at a later date . 

FERMILAB HOSTS TOP CHINESE SCIENTISTS 

Ten high-ranking science administra-
tors from the People's Republic of China 
will visit Fermilab, Tuesday (Oct. 31). 
The group is a subgroup of a 16-member 
delegation making a month-long tour of 
research institutions in universities, 
government agencies, and private enter-
prises in Washington, D.C., New York, 
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 

The delegation is coming to the U.S. 
to study science policy, structure of 
scientific research, organization and ad-
ministration of research institutions and 
training of scientific and technical per-
sonnel. Similar Chinese delegations are 
also visiting European countries to study 
scientific research structure there. 

* * * * * 
PER DIEM, MILEAGE RATES INCREASE NOV. 1 

Effective Nov. 1, Laboratory reim-
bursement rates for mileage and per diem 
expenses will be increased. John McCook, 
Associate Director for Administration, 
made the announcement. He said the mile-
age rate will increase from 15 c·ents to 18 
cents per mile driven by an employee on 
Laboratory business. The new per diem 
rate will be $18 per day for an employee 
on Laboratory business. The rates have 
been revised to maintain a level of parity 
with costs, McCook said. 

* * * * * 

GERT HARIGEL: AUF WIEDERSEHEN 

A busman's holiday,physics 
style, is ending for Gert Har-
igel. 

Harigel is a senior physi-
cist visiting on leave from 
the European Organization for 

Nuclear Research (CERN), Geneva, Switzerland. 
About Nov. 1, he will end a year's sabbati-
cal at Fermilab as an associate group leader 
in the Neutrino Laboratory's 15-foot bub-
ble chamber. George Mulholland, BC group 
leader, said: 

"The Bubble Chamber Group in particu-
lar, and the Laboratory in general, are 
fortunate to attract such world-renowned 
experts as Gert, if only for a year. The 
program will benefit from his tireless ef-
forts long after his return to CERN." 

According to Mulholland, Harigel 
brought a wealth of bubble chamber experi-
ence to Fermilab. While here he partici-
pated in Experiments No. 546 and 180. He 
made major contributions to the search for 
rare muon-electron events in the experiments. 

Also, Harigel provided experimenter 
liaison, picture quality assistance, a 
15-foot chamber disc design and fabrication 
and qualitative arrangements for connner-
cial film processing. In addition, he 
consulted on adaptation of a CERN fill 
pump to a Fermilab system, made a major 
contribution to an experimental chamber 
plate design and contributed to safety, 
operational and administrative support. 

* * * * 
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