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I fi g u re t he t h ree t hi n gs I h a ve to p ro vi de 

to be po p ul a r a re: p ress co ve r a ge fo r t he 

Me m be rs, p a r ki n g fo r t he st aff, a n d mo ne y 

fo r                   .”

“

I will fi g ht to                

      , i n ge neral, a n d f u n di n g for t he

p hysic al scie nces, i n p artic ul ar.  U ni q ue a n d

vit al D O E f acilities, li ke        ,

m ust co nti n ue to pros per, e ve n as we

p artici p ate i n i nter n atio n al projects li ke 

t he L ar ge H a dro n Colli der.”

“























                     

                             

                          

                             

                                

                               

                    

                             

                           

                            

                             

                      

                              

                           

                         

                             

                           

                            

                          

                         

       

                           

                             

                            

                          

                           

                           

                         

                         

                      

                         

                          

       

                      

                            

                            

                            

                           

    

                               

                         

                      

                            

                               

                             

                    

I w a nt t he Co m mittee, e arly o n, to t a ke 

a serio us loo k at t he b al a nce wit hi n t he 

                        .

No w we all k no w t h at t h at is a so me w h at

e u p he mistic w ay of raisi n g t he q uestio n,

‘Is bio me dic al rese arc h b ul ki n g too l ar ge 

i n t he fe deral rese arc h b u d get ?’ ”

“

T he scie nce policy de b ate so meti mes see ms

co m pose d e ntirely of ra n do mly ge nerate d

n u m bers.  We re ally nee d to       

        .”

“

I w a nt to r u n t he Co m mittee i n a w a y 

t h at wo ul d m a ke Ei nstei n s mile. I w a nt 

to m a ke s u re t h at as lo n g as I’ m c h ai r m a n,

               

           .”

“

            

            

            

            

          

            

             



                     

                           

                             

                       

                              

       

                            

                          

                            

                             

                              

                               

                       

                          

                              

                           

                       

                          

                      

                       

                            

                      

                            

                          

           

                            

           

                        

                       

                       

                

                         

                   

                          

I w a nt to get a m uc h cle a re r se nse of t he De p a rt me nt’s nee ds as it t ries to
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BEFORE
So many things began with high-energy physics. The universe. Everything IN
the universe. The World Wide Web. 

Fermilab wasnÕt around for the Big Bang, but the laboratory was definitely in 
on the early phases of that other transformational explosion, the birth and
phenomenal growth of the World Wide Web. In 1992, Web creator and CERN
computer scientist Tim Berners-Lee made the first one-click link between
FermilabÕs central computers and the CERN webserver. 

Things havenÕt been the same since.

In those quaint and bygone days of yore, the people who used the Web were
physicists sharing experimental data. In 1994, Fermilab made its first foray 
into the use of the new medium for a broader audience. The occasion was 
the announcement of evidence for the top quark at CDF. The first Fermilab
ÒpublicÓ website was all about the top quark, and some 12,000 people checked
in to meet the top when it made its debut in an April press conference. 
It seemed like a lot of hits at the time.

In 1996, Fermilab graduate student and part-time webworker Glenn Blanford 
gave the Fermilab site its current look and architecture. Subsites of increasing
sophistication and a wide range of styles proliferated throughout the laboratory.
The site became a treasure trove of Òcontent,Ó in Web parlance, with information
on subjects as diverse as the speed of light, the accelerator schedule and the
size of the Fermilab buffalo herd; but it could be tricky to find what you were
looking for. By the end of the decade, with daily hits on the Fermilab site
averaging 40,000 (they reached 270,000 for the 2000 sighting of the tau neutrino)
from everyone from schoolchildren to U.S. senators, it was time for a change.
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M A K E

by Judy Jackson

Graduate student Glenn Blanford gave the

Fermilab website its current look.

I t was a good look at the
time. The time was 1996, 
a mere four years ago, but
an eon in the life of the 
World Wide Web. Now, 
the look seemed just so
nineties! For the Fermilab
website, it was time 
for aÉ 

• 

Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 
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AFTER
The all new 2001 Fermilab website, designed for
the times, has been in the works for more than a
year. On March 1, people who click www.fnal.gov
will see the results. 

In February 2000, the Fermilab Office of Public
Affairs began work on a new site that would keep
the extraordinary content of the old one but make 
it more accessible and easier to navigate. 
Rather than simply applying a cosmetic fix to 
the laboratoryÕs current site, the staff worked 
with Chicago Web design firm Xeno Media on a
complete makeover that would achieve not just a
new look but a new architecture and navigation
scheme as well. 

The primary goal for the new site was to make it
possible for anyone who comes to the Fermilab
website in search of information to find it quickly
and easily. Need tickets for an Arts Series concert?
Driving directions from OÕHare to the lab? A phone
number? A high-resolution photo for a news story
on neutrinos? A bird list? An explanation of particle
acceleration? The new site design should make it
easy to find. The site should have a good look and
feel. Further, it should be clear to visitors that the

site is ÒaliveÓ and up to date, that there is always
Òsomebody homeÓ at Fermilab.

The makeover began with an analysis of who
comes to the Fermilab website in search of what
kinds of information. A survey of other science sites
followed, to get an idea of what worked and didnÕt
work for organizations like ours. Then, with help
from Computing Division Web experts, Fermilab
media specialists, physicists, prairie experts and
many others in the lab community, work began 
on constructing the new site.

Xeno Media consultants designed the new home
page to present a lot of information and still have 
a clean, uncluttered look. ÒRollovers,Ó available 
on nearly all browsers, will immediately bring up 
the information on each of ten Òhubs.Ó From the
rollovers, or from the hubs themselves, users 
can navigate directly to lower-level pages.

For a color the choice was ÒNAL blue,Ó a paint 
color created for Fermilab by the Rustoleum¨ paint
company in the 1970s, when Fermilab was still 
the National Accelerator Laboratory.

O V E Rwww.fnal.gov

I • tJ.,.; •• -· ... 



Headlines in a home-page news box will display
each dayÕs hot topics from Fermilab. TheyÕll link
directly to featured news, press releases, articles,
photos and other real-time information. Members 
of the Fermilab community with news tips can 
click the ÒGot news?Ó button to transmit their
information. May the world one day learn of the
discovery of the Higgs boson from the Fermilab
home page news box.

Quick links will lead to press resources (Press
Pass button) and FERMINEWS.

The new site has a page devoted to ÒFermilab 
and the Community,Ó designed to strengthen
communication between the laboratory and the
neighbors. The community page will not only
provide information of particular interest to local
residents but will also provide a direct e-mail link 
to the Office of Public Affairs, where neighbors 
can send questions and concerns for immediate
response.

Part of the package for the new site includes
templates and instructions so that anyone 
at Fermilab can construct a page, or 
redesign existing pages, to match 

8 FERMINEWS February 16, 2001

the overall design scheme of the laboratoryÕs
website. FermilabÕs Public Affairs Office and Xeno
Media will provide technical and moral support for
such efforts. FermilabÕs Technical Division and
Particle Physics Division, as well as CDF, DZero
and MiniBooNE, have already begun the transition
to the new style.

Public Affairs staff expect roll-out week to bring a
few glitches. Most links to the Fermilab site will still
work, but not all. The Web overhaul team will stand
by to help with needed fixes.

As with most makeovers, the test will come in living
with the new look. All makeovers are dazzling
when they leave the salon, but even the best
require an occasional touch-up. FermilabÕs new
face on the World Wide Web is likely to prove 
no exception. 

Historical (Web) Site Marker
On this site (www.fnal.gov) was established in June 1992 either the second or
third website in the United States. The World Wide Web was born at CERN in
Europe in 1991 as a tool for exchanging particle physics data. The first U.S.
webserver was created at Stanford Linear Accelerator Center in December 1991.

In June 1992, FermilabÕs Computing Division installed its first webserver, 
at about the same time as a similar installation at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. In late 1992, Computing Division staff created FermilabÕs first 
html page. In 1993, the National Center for Supercomputing Applications at the
University of Illinois launched Mosaic, a graphical interface Web browser that
made the Web navigable for people without computer expertise.

In February 1994, Fermilab created the laboratoryÕs first pages designed for 
the public. The public website had 12,000 hits on April 27, the day after the
announcement of the first evidence for the top quark. 

In August 1996, the laboratory redesigned its growing volume of public web-
pages. A complete overhaul of the Fermilab website appears on March 1, 2001.
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Have you ever wondered what
that thing is going through 

the center of your detector?

This could be the
seminar for you.
Accelerator Science 
and Your Future
An inspirational seminar on how you can help with the
physics of upgrading the TevatronÑand about the
many career opportunities now opening up in
accelerator science.

Why is this THE seminar 
you will not want to miss?
Because more luminosity means better physics.
CDF and DZero have created a wonderful chance for
experimenters to do Òservice workÓ on the Tevatron
upgrade. YouÕll hear talks about physics jobs big and
small, each one a research opportunity and a chance 
to help build a better Tevatron for better physics.

AND THEREÕS MORE: New facilities ahead 
in the next few years mean new career opportunities 
in accelerator science at universities and national
labs. YouÕll hear about many of the SURPRISING
number of openings that already exist.

ÒOur future depends on a stronger program in
accelerator science. We can see quite clearly the short
term, but we still need much more R&D. We have been
so busy digesting the wonderful results of the last 
25 years that we have neglected the machines that
feed us. As a result, the far future is only the gleam 
in the eyes of a few visionaries.Ó  ÑAlvin Tollestrup

Come and find out whatÕs going on in the beam pipe!

Talks by Mike Witherell, Shekhar Mishra, 
Ralph Pasquinelli, Sergei Nagaitsev, 
Sharon Lackey, Kevin Cahill, Leo Bellantoni

Wilson Hall One West
3:00-5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 20, 2001
Refreshments following the seminar. 
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